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WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / February 22, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations

WKU TO DEBUT NEW WEEKLY STREAMING SHOW ‘TALKIN’ TOPS’ ON WEDNESDAY
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics will debut this week “Talkin’ Tops presented by Final Finish”, a
new weekly streaming show taking a closer look at a variety of sports on The Hill.
The show, which will stream each week at 6 p.m. CT Wednesday on WKU Athletics’ main Facebook page,
will focus on sport programs that do not have a weekly coach show in-season.
“The Voice of the Lady Toppers” Brett Williams and Tyler Eaton, host of the “Beyond the Hill” podcast
and a frequent WKU broadcast contributor, will bring Hilltopper Nation interviews each week with
coaches and student-athletes from several WKU sports.
This week’s first show is slated to feature interviews from the baseball, softball, volleyball and women’s
soccer programs.

WKU ATHLETICS: Update on COVID-19 Testing Data
2/22/2021
Hello all,
It’s been some time since we provided an overall view of our COVID-19 testing data within WKU
Athletics, and we wanted to share some numbers with you at this time.
WKU Athletics’ COVID-19 testing positivity rate has now fallen below 1% on nearly 15,000 tests since the
2020-21 school year began in August.
In the pivotal winter months of this pandemic from December-February, WKU
Athletics’ testing positivity rate is just 0.3% on nearly 7,000 tests.
We are proud of the commitment of our student-athletes, coaches and staff to ensure that we maintain
a safe environment in which to compete, and we’re grateful for the cooperation and guidance of our
medical partners and the many university entities that have made our success possible.

--

Zach Greenwell
WKU Associate Athletic Director

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / Tuesday, March 23, 2021
Baseball / Contact: Matt Keenan, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations
Soccer / Contact: Lillie-Anne Mulligan, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations
Softball / Contact: Jessica Leifheit, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations
WKU ATHLETICS ANNOUNCES LIMITED TICKETS FOR SPRING SPORTS ON SALE
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. – Capacity at WKU Baseball, Soccer and Softball has increased to 50 percent. A
limited amount of tickets will now be sold at the gate beginning an hour prior to each contest for the
ticketed sports.
Tickets will strictly be available on a first-come, first-served basis at the ticket booth for each event.
Soccer remains free admission this spring.
Ticket pricing for both baseball and softball will be $5 for an adult and $3 for children 12 and under.
Player pass lists will still be honored and remain the same size. Individuals on those lists will be
guaranteed a spot in the stadium regardless of the amount of walk-up tickets sold.
A temperature check will be required before fans will be allowed into the stadiums and face masks will
be required at all times.
Fans can still opt to view WKU Soccer and Softball from Parking Structure 3 at their own risk. Parking
information for those two sports can be found HERE.
Fans attending baseball games can park in Parking Structure 2 or the Supply Services Lot.
Limited concessions will be available for all three sports as well.

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / April 19, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations
Promotional flyer is attached.

‘WOMEN OF WESTERN’ VIRTUAL CONFERENCE COMING IN MAY
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Hilltopper Sports Properties is pleased to announce it will host the first “Women of Western”
event next month.
The virtual conference, featuring women from both the WKU and Bowling Green communities, will run from 1-4:30 p.m.
CT on Tuesday, May 4. Registration is $10.
To sign up, visit the following link: https://goto.ps/WomenOfWestern. Once signed up, you will receive a confirmation
email with the Zoom meeting info.
The keynote speaker for “Women of Western” will be Sarah Nuse, owner and operator of Tippi Toes, professional
speaker and author of “Destined for Greatness: Living an inspired life, from head to Tippi Toes.”
Nuse also hosts the Destined for Greatness podcast that centers around a common theme – the source of inspiration,
the power of support, dreaming big and entrepreneurial spirit.
Through her Destined for Greatness Accountability Program, Nuse opens women up to their dreams and offers them
motivation and action steps to build out a successful plan.
Living outside of Nashville, Nuse is the wife of football executive Adam Nuse and the mother of three children.
“Women of Western” will also feature a presentation from Dr. Lacee’ Carmon-Johnson entitled “Career Game Plan: The
Blueprint.” This session will provide information on the tangibles and intangibles to successfully navigate the everchanging landscape, and how to put your best foot forward.
Carmon-Johnson has been the Director of Professional Development for Purdue Athletics since 2019. She oversees and
manages the Boilermakers’ strategic plan to provide professional growth to student-athletes, coaches and staff
members. In addition to her duties with professional development, Carmon-Johnson also serves as the Associate
Director for Academic Services, a position she has held since 2018.
A former assistant director within the WKU Student-Athlete Success Center, Carmon-Johnson is also an adjunct
professor in WKU’s graduate-level Recreation and Sport Administration program.
Along with presentations by Nuse and Carmon-Johnson, “Women of Western” will also feature a small business owner
panel featuring Amanda West (realtor), Tinesha Simmons (Mbellishevents), Emma Napier Craycraft (Zest Juice BG), Halie
Chamberlain (270 Nutrition), Kristen Gunn (Back Down South) and Allison Millet (Bowling Green Backyard Bootcamp).
There will also be a Women in Sports panel featuring female employees from within the WKU athletic department.
Wiesemann Orthodontics - Get the smile you have always wanted! Start with a free orthodontic consultation today at
one of their four offices located in Bowling Green, Russellville, Portland, and White House!
Sun Tan City – Sun Tan City is a proud sponsor of the WKU Spirit Squads. Stop by any Sun Tan City to let yourself shine!

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / April 29, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations
Photo of championship All-Girl squad is attached.

WKU CHEER CLAIMS D1A ALL-GIRL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
ORLANDO, Fla. — WKU Cheerleading brought home the first national championship in program history
Wednesday night by claiming the title in the D1A All-Girl Division of the UCA Collegiate National
Championship in Orlando, Fla.
WKU Cheer finished with an overall event score of 89.8, including a 92.8 raw score in the semifinal
round with no deductions.
“A season of change, a season of challenges makes victory that much sweeter,” WKU first-year head
coach Alli Lumpkin said. “The WKU Cheerleaders bought in and trusted the leadership they were given.
Champions make choices every day and those choices determine their success. The results of the 2021
UCA Collegiate National Championship reflect their commitment to our process. WKU Cheer’s future on
The Hill is bright!”
Division competition is based off a school’s enrollment and size, with D1A being the biggest division.
Rounding out the top five behind WKU were UAB, Texas State, South Florida and Ole Miss.
WKU had previously finished in the top three of D1A All-Girl just once since joining that level of
competition. Their best previous finish in D1A was third place in 2016.
The WKU Coed squad was also in competition in Orlando this week, finishing third in the D1A Small Coed
Division.

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / April 29, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations

63 STUDENT-ATHLETES SET TO GRADUATE WITH HIGHEST GPA IN OVER A DECADE
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — A total of 63 WKU graduating student-athletes are set to have their degrees
conferred this spring and summer, with the department's highest cumulative grade point average for a
graduating class in more than a decade.
WKU Athletics will have 52 student-athletes earning their degrees this spring with Commencement
activities set for this weekend on campus. Another 11 student-athletes are set to receive their degrees
this summer.
WKU Athletics' graduating class has a cumulative GPA of 3.35, which is the highest since at least 2010
and raises the bar from the mark of 3.31 set in spring 2020.
Fifteen of the 63 student-athletes will be receiving their graduate degrees, while the rest will be earning
their bachelor's degrees.
Twenty-two of the graduates have a cumulative GPA of 3.60 or higher. Among the 15 receiving graduate
degrees, eight will finish with a GPA of 3.87 or better, including six perfect 4.0s.
Degrees obtained include psychology, sport management, communication, marketing, exercise science,
organizational leadership, recreation and sport administration, management, business administration,
accounting, finance, manufacturing engineering tech, interdisciplinary studies, business economics,
history, applied economics, business data analytics, special education, nursing, international business,
health care administration, hospitality management, criminology, political science and biology.
During the 2020-21 school year, 90 student-athletes will have earned their degrees from WKU –
including 27 who graduated in December – with a combined grade-point average of 3.27.

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / May 12, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations

RECORD 208 WKU STUDENT-ATHLETES NAMED TO C-USA COMMISSIONER’S HONOR ROLL
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — A total of 208 WKU student-athletes – the school's most since joining Conference USA – earned
Commissioner's Honor Roll recognition from the league Wednesday for maintaining a cumulative grade point average of
3.0 or better during the 2020-21 academic year.
WKU's 208 honorees (63% of all student-athletes) are the most in the school's seven years in C-USA, beating the
previous best of 197 in WKU's first year in the league in 2015. Every WKU sport has at least six honorees, while eight
programs have double-digit honorees.
A total of 3,501 student-athletes earned the honor this year across Conference USA – an 11.5% increase from the
previous year.
Student-athletes with a cumulative GPA of 3.75 or better will also receive the Commissioner's Academic Medal. Those
recipients will be announced Thursday.
WKU Athletics' graduating class for the spring and summer of 2021 featured a cumulative GPA of 3.35, which was the
department's highest since at least 2010. During the 2020-21 school year, 90 student-athletes earned their degrees from
WKU – including 27 who graduated in December – with a combined grade-point average of 3.27.
WKU's Conference USA Commissioner's Honor Roll Recipients
Football
Matt Baldeck
Jake Bowman
Gunner Britton
Mason Brooks
Clay Davis
Nick Days
Wes Dorsey
Mark Goode
John Haggerty
Colt Jackson
Juwuan Jones
Aaron Key
Antwon Kincade
Zach Langford
Kyle McNamara
Trae Meadows
Jordan Meredith
Jakairi Moses
Cory Munson
Tomi Mustapha
Brayden Narveson
David Ndukwe
Spencer Owens
Wes Pahl
Jahcour Pearson
Tyrrell Pigrome

Daylen Powell
Jack Randolph
Grady Robison
Joshua Simon
Cole Spencer
Malik Staples
Terrion Thompson
Terez Traynor
DeMarquez Trotter
Noah Whittington
Steven Witchoskey
Tyler Witt
Baseball
Sean Bergeron
Nick Constantine
Ty Crittenberger
Michael Darrell-Hicks
Andrew Delaney
Hunter Evans
Jackson Gray
Cole Heath
Jake Kates
Kevin Lambert
Ricardo Leonett
Collin Lollar
Dalton Mesaris
Matthew Meyer
Wil Moritz
Ryan O'Connell
Andrew Paulsey
Matt Phipps
Eric Riffe
Aaron Shiflet
Dalton Shoemake
Davis Sims
Luke Stofel
Bailey Sutton
Jackson Swiney
Colby Taylor
Devyn Terbrak
Lance Upright
Mason Vinyard
Brett Wicklund
Jack Wilson
Men's Basketball
Charles Bassey
Bailey Conrad
Jackson Harlan
Dayvion McKnight
Kylen Milton
Patrick Murphy

Kevin Osawe
Noah Stansbury
Carson Williams
Men's Cross Country
A.J. Brisben
Dylan Duckworth
Luke Hoover
Will Perrone
Clint Sherman
Jacob Skillman
Zach Skillman
Anthony Sweet
Dedrick Troxell
Emerson Wells
Women's Cross Country
Kaia Enevoldsen
Savannah Heckman
Zoe Manning
Carley Maskos
Rory O'Connor
Lucy Rutherford
Jenna Vaughn
Haley Webb
Kacy Weinburg
Heather Whitlow
Men's Track and Field
Kaison Barton
Brett Brannon
Elliott Bryant
John Elam
Cedric Johnson
Devon Montgomery
Steven Simmons
Rafael Teodoro da Silva Sou
Women's Basketball
Ally Collett
Jenna Kallenberg
Sherry Porter
Fatou Pouye
Hope Sivori
Jordan Smith
Men's Golf
Tom Bevington
Luke Fuller
Connery Meyer
Davis Money
Caleb O'Toole
Aaron Pha

Jack Poole
Christian Tooley
Women's Golf
Sarah Arnold
Megan Clarke
Teri Doss
Mary Joiner
Rachel Rich
Addison Westbrook
Women's Soccer
Ambere Barnett
Ellie Belcher
Ansley Cate
Sydney Ernst
Katie Erwin
Sophia Fondren
Annah Hopkins
Avery Jacobsen
Ashley Kobylinski
Lucy Lyon
Brina Micheels
Chelsea Moore
Shelbi Morrison
Kerragan Mulzer
Kenlee Newcom
Isidora Pekez
Lily Rummo
Lyric Schmidt
Afton Schraml
Emily Speidel
Taylor Stanley
Jordan Strauss
Taylor Swartz
Softball
Kelsey Aikey
Paige Carter
Taylor Davis
Kennedy Foote
Katie Gardner
Brylee Hage
Kelsie Houchens
Macy Murphy
Shelby Nunn
Madeline Rider
Jordan Ridge
Taylor Sanders
Kendall Smith
Kennedy Sullivan
Jordan Thomas
Maggie Trgo

Princess Valencia
Tatiasha Webster
Women's Tennis
Laura Bernardos
Tristen Bryant-Otake
Alexis Cramer
Kyla Dilger
Lisa Friess
Lauren Joch
Adriana Subias
Cora-Lynn von Dungern
Women's Track and Field
Allison Ferguson
Rachel Flinchum
Audrey Griffin
Nicole Ogorek
Mary Redden
Samyzia Sears
Alexis Thacker
Grace Turner
Volleyball
Taylor Bebout
Paige Briggs
Samantha Canner
Avri Davis
Nadia Dieudonne
Ashley Hood
Katherine Isenbarger
Kayland Jackson
Shannon Keck
Cameron Mosley
Jennifer Rush
Hallie Shelton

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / May 13, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations

WKU SETS NEW RECORD WITH 66 C-USA COMMISSIONER’S ACADEMIC MEDAL RECIPIENTS
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics once again set a new standard for its academic success Thursday, with a record
66 student-athletes named receiving the Conference USA Commissioner’s Academic Medal for maintaining a cumulative
grade point average of 3.75 or better during the 2020-21 academic year.
WKU’s 66 honorees (20% of all student-athletes) top the school’s previous best of 56 set in its first year in the league in
2015. It’s also a 47% increase from the previous year in 2020.
A total of 1,076 student-athletes earned the Academic Medal this year across Conference USA – a 33.3% increase from
the previous year. Student-athletes from all 14 WKU sport programs were honored.
On Wednesday, a record 208 WKU student-athletes were named to the C-USA Commissioner’s Honor Roll for
maintaining a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0.
WKU Athletics' graduating class for the spring and summer of 2021 featured a cumulative GPA of 3.35, which was the
department's highest since at least 2010. During the 2020-21 school year, 90 student-athletes earned their degrees from
WKU – including 27 who graduated in December – with a combined grade-point average of 3.27.
WKU's Conference USA Commissioner's Academic Medal Recipients
Baseball
Andrew Delaney
Kevin Lambert
Ricardo Leonett
Collin Lollar
Dalton Mesaris
Andrew Paulsey
Jackson Swiney
Colby Taylor
Football
Matt Baldeck
Mark Goode
John Haggerty
Juwuan Jones
Jack Randolph
Men's Basketball
Kylen Milton
Carson Williams
Men's Cross Country
Will Perrone
Jacob Skillman
Zach Skillman
Men's Golf
Tom Bevington

Connery Meyer
Jack Poole
Men's Track and Field
Rafael Teodoro da Silva Sou
Women's Basketball
Ally Collett
Jenna Kallenberg
Jordan Smith
Women's Cross Country
Kaia Enevoldsen
Rory O'Connor
Lucy Rutherford
Jenna Vaughn
Haley Webb
Heather Whitlow
Women's Golf
Megan Clarke
Teri Doss
Mary Joiner
Elizabeth Loy
Rylea Marcum
Women's Soccer
Ellie Belcher
Ansley Cate
Sydney Ernst
Katie Erwin
Sophia Fondren
Annah Hopkins
Brina Micheels
Chelsea Moore
Shelbi Morrison
Kerragan Mulzer
Isidora Pekez
Lily Rummo
Emily Speidel
Jordan Strauss
Taylor Swartz
Softball
Paige Carter
Katie Gardner
Women's Tennis
Lisa Friess
Adriana Subias
Cora-Lynn von Dungern
Women's Track and Field

Audrey Griffin
Nicole Ogorek
Volleyball
Paige Briggs
Katie Isenbarger
Cameron Mosley
Jennifer Rush

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / May 24, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations

WKU SETS NEW RECORD WITH 3.19 CUMULATIVE CAREER GPA FOR ALL STUDENT-ATHLETES
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics capped the Spring 2021 semester by breaking another record in
the classroom, with student-athletes turning in the highest cumulative career GPA in department
history.
The cumulative career GPA for all WKU student-athletes is 3.19, surpassing the previous benchmark of
3.14 set in Spring 2020.
Thirteen of WKU’s 14 sport programs have a team cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher, and every program
has a team cumulative GPA of 2.9 or better. About 64% of all student-athletes are currently maintaining
a GPA of 3.0 or above.
A total of 144 student-athletes were named to either the university’s Dean’s List (semester GPA of 3.4 to
3.79) or the President’s List (3.8 or above) this spring.
WKU Athletics previously set a new department record this month with 66 student-athletes receiving
the Conference USA Commissioner’s Academic Medal for maintaining a cumulative grade point average
of 3.75 or better during the 2020-21 academic year. A record 208 WKU student-athletes were also
named to the C-USA Commissioner's Honor Roll for maintaining a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0.
WKU Athletics' graduating class for the spring and summer of 2021 featured a cumulative GPA of 3.35,
which was the department's highest since at least 2010. During the 2020-21 school year, 90 studentathletes earned their degrees from WKU – including 27 who graduated in December – with a combined
grade-point average of 3.27.

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / June 9, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations
Headshot of WKU President Dr. Timothy C. Caboni is attached.

WKU PRESIDENT DR. TIMOTHY C. CABONI NAMED VICE CHAIR OF C-USA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DALLAS — WKU President Dr. Timothy C. Caboni was selected as vice chair of the Conference USA Board
of Directors Executive Committee at the league’s summer meetings this week, C-USA has announced.
Caboni was first selected to the league’s Executive Committee in Summer 2019.
The presidents of each of the league’s member schools serve on the league’s Board of Directors.
Members of the Executive Committee help set league policy for the membership.
“I am honored to have been elected vice chair the Conference USA Executive Committee,” Caboni said.
“After the past year, we have an even greater appreciation for the importance collegiate athletics has as
a part of the total college experience for our students and student-athletes as well as community
outreach and engagement. Being a part of Conference USA has elevated our national exposure and I
look forward to working in this leadership role with other committee members in charting the league’s
future.”
Caboni recently completed his fourth year as university president on The Hill, where he quickly
generated a renewed institutional focus on student-centeredness, applied research, recruitment,
retention and growing partnerships within WKU’s 27-county service region and beyond. Of particular
importance to Caboni is WKU’s responsibility to advance the City of Bowling Green, the Commonwealth
of Kentucky and the world by inspiring innovation, elevating communities and transforming lives.
“The Executive Committee’s selection of President Caboni as Vice Chair validates the respect he has
garnered throughout Conference USA,” Director of Athletics Todd Stewart said. “Dr. Caboni’s leadership
over the last two years on the Executive Committee has positively impacted the league during a crucial
time for intercollegiate athletics while also enabling WKU to have a vital seat at the table on the
conference’s most relevant matters.”
Several key initiatives were launched during Caboni’s first four years at WKU, including the Summer
Scholars program, the Intercultural Student Engagement Center Academy, the Burch Institute, the First
Year Village, the WKU Commons at Helm Library, the Opportunity Fund, The Innovation Campus,
centralized advising and CAPE (Comprehensive Academic Program Evaluation).

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / June 24, 2021
Athletics / Contact: Zach Greenwell, WKU Athletic Communications/Media Relations
Champions Climb Here website — WKUSports.com/Champions
Champions Climb Here launch video — https://youtu.be/CAk-5qcHDV4
Conference USA championship bar chart is attached.

WKU ATHLETICS LAUNCHES ‘CHAMPIONS CLIMB HERE’ CAMPAIGN
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics announced this week the launch of the "Champions Climb Here"
campaign to celebrate its standard of excellence in Conference USA.
Among the features of the launch are a new webpage dedicated to WKU's championship
accomplishments — WKUSports.com/Champions.
Following the 2020-21 season, WKU has won 32 conference titles in nine different sports since joining CUSA in 2014. That's eight more total championships than the next closest school. Only four of
Conference USA's 14 schools have more than 11 championships since 2014.
Despite representing just 7% of the league's membership (1 of 14), WKU has won nearly 17% of all
championships awarded since 2014, meaning one of every six trophies up for grabs has come home to
The Hill.
In addition to leading the league in championships, WKU has also displayed consistency.
In seven years in the conference, WKU has won multiple championships every year but one and has
taken home at least five titles four times. The other 13 league members have won at least five
championships in a single year a combined four times over that span.
In addition, WKU Football has also won four bowl games in six appearances since joining Conference
USA.
Despite the many obstacles of the pandemic, WKU won five championships in four different sports in
2020-21, including the first C-USA crowns for men's basketball and women's soccer. Softball also won
the C-USA Tournament on its home field, and volleyball continued its dominance with its 12th
championship in 14 opportunities in the league.
That excellence has also translated to the classroom. WKU's 3.19 cumulative GPA for all student-athletes
this spring was the highest in the athletics department's history, and 13 of WKU's 14 athletic programs
had a GPA of 3.0 or higher.
WKU has maintained its level of success with a budget ranked 13th of 14 teams in C-USA. Since 2014,
WKU is the only FBS school to lead its conference in championships while ranking in the bottom 25% of
its league in budget.

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
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STEWART ANNOUNCES RESTRUCTURING OF WKU ATHLETICS SENIOR STAFF LEADERSHIP
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Director of Athletics Todd Stewart announced a restructuring of his senior staff
leadership team today following the recent departures of two senior-level administrators.
WKU Athletics' leadership team under Stewart will be comprised of the following individuals:
• Jim Clark – Executive Senior Associate Athletic Director, External Relations/Hilltopper Athletic Foundation and Football
• Gina Stoll – Senior Associate Athletic Director, SWA and Student-Athlete Development
• Zach Greenwell – Senior Associate Athletic Director, Communications, Brand Strategy and Men's Basketball
• John McCammon – Senior Associate Athletic Director, Compliance and Student Affairs
• Les Forsythe – Senior Associate Athletic Director, Facilities and Event Management
• Mike Gaddie – Senior Executive Director, Sports Medicine and Student-Athlete Welfare
• Olivia Higgins – Associate Athletic Director, Marketing, Promotions and Ticket Office
• Chris Lynn – Associate Athletic Director, Director of HAF
• Randy Magill – Associate Athletic Director, Chief Financial Officer
The restructuring comes after the recent departures of associate athletic directors Craig Biggs and Matt Morrison. Biggs
is retiring this summer after 28 years on The Hill, while Morrison has moved into the private sector in the Bowling Green
community after 15 years at WKU.
In the new structure, Clark will be responsible for overseeing the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation, the department's donor
relations and the WKU Ticket Office, while also working directly with the school's Learfield IMG College and Nike
contracts. He will also serve as the sport administrator for the WKU Football program among other duties. Clark joined
the WKU athletic department in 2000.
Stoll will continue to serve as WKU's Senior Woman Administrator, while also adding oversight duties of the StudentAthlete Development and Athletic Facilities and Event Management departments. She will also continue to serve as the
Title IX deputy, HR liaison and life skills coordinator for the department, co-chair the Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee and work as sport administrator for the women's basketball and softball programs. Stoll joined the WKU
athletic department in 2016.
Greenwell will continue to head WKU's communications/media relations department, serve as the department
spokesman and lead the department's strategic branding, and act as the sport administrator and media contact for the
men's basketball program. He will also add sport administration duties for men's and women's golf, in addition to
assisting with the execution of external contracts signed by Learfield IMG College. Greenwell joined the athletic
department in 2016.
McCammon will continue to head WKU's compliance office – including overseeing player eligibility and compliance with
NCAA and conference rules and regulations – as well as coordinating programs' needs to the Student Athlete Success
Center, oversight of Olympic sports budgets and coordinating the implementation of the athletics strategic plan. In
addition to serving as sport administrator for volleyball, he will become sport administrator of the baseball and men's
and women's track and field and cross country programs. McCammon joined the WKU athletic department in 2014.
Forsythe will oversee all athletic facilities, capital construction projects, game/event management for football, the
strength and conditioning and equipment departments, and the execution of external contracts including Coke, Aramark
and Nike. He will also assist with university licensing and serve as the sport administrator for women's soccer. Forsythe
joined the WKU athletic department in 2005.

Gaddie will continue to oversee all aspects of WKU athletic training, sports medicine and student-athlete welfare. This
includes acting as primary liaison to all team physicians, medical providers and hospitals, and helping coordinate and
oversee WKU's TOPCARE program that focuses on student-athletes' overall well-being. Gaddie will also oversee
postseason championship coordination, including bowl game management. Gaddie joined the WKU athletic department
in 2000.
Higgins will continue to manage the daily operations of the marketing office, including promotions and fan experience,
while also now overseeing the ticket office staff and revenue generation. She will oversee the execution of external
contracts signed by Learfield IMG College, manage our partnership with Learfield IMG Ticket Solutions and assist with
our university licensing efforts. She will also manage the execution of the video boards at Houchens-Smith Stadium and
Diddle Arena and have sport supervision of the co-ed cheer, all-girl cheer and Topperettes Dance programs. Higgins
joined the WKU athletic department in 2016.
Lynn will oversee all fundraising efforts for the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation, coordinate and manage the WKU
Athletics Major Gift Program, develop and execute an annual fundraising plan for Athletics, and coordinate with the
Philanthropy and Alumni Engagement arms of the university. Lynn joined the WKU athletic department in 2020.
Magill will continue to serve as WKU's Chief Financial Officer, which includes overseeing all of the department's business
transactions, preparing and reviewing the annual budget for all WKU sport programs and support departments,
communicating with university administration on budget issues, monitoring athletic scholarships and preparing the
school's annual NCAA audit. He will also serve as sport administrator of the women's tennis program. Magill joined the
WKU athletic department in 2016.

WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / MEDIA RELATIONS
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WKU ATHLETICS ANNOUNCES LAUNCH OF ‘CLIMB’ PROGRAM TO PROVIDE NIL RESOURCES FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics announced Tuesday the launch of CLIMB, a comprehensive program designed to
help student-athletes grow and capitalize on their brands as Name, Image and Likeness moves to the forefront of college
athletics.
Through an enhanced partnership with INFLCR, the leader in the brand-building industry and a pioneer in the NIL
landscape, WKU’s student-athletes will have a full suite of resources at their disposal to take ownership of their own
brands and marketability.
Tying to the university’s strategic mission of “Climbing to Greater Heights” and the athletic department’s “Champions
Climb Here” campaign, the CLIMB program will once again position WKU to be a leader among its peers.
“The college athletics horizon will change dramatically with the onset of Name, Image and Likeness, and I am excited to
announce WKU Athletics’ comprehensive partnership with INFLCR to help us navigate this new landscape,” said WKU
Director of Athletics Todd Stewart. “Our partnership with INFLCR will enable WKU student-athletes to have the content,
support systems, educational resources and digital tools needed to enhance their personal brands, capitalize on new
opportunities in the open marketplace and learn invaluable professional and financial literacy skills that will serve them
well beyond their time on The Hill. We strive to excel in all we do while always prioritizing our student-athletes’ wellbeing and preparing them for life after college, and we are confident this collaboration with INFLCR will enhance our
ability to achieve those goals.”
WKU is partnering with INFLCR at the Plus level, meaning it will have full access to its original content platforms, the
Verified compliance and marketplace apps, and additional specialty Plus features.
The partnership will be based around WKU’s four main goals for its student-athletes within the program:
• Build Your Brand
• Educate Yourself
• Find Opportunities
• Know Your Worth
"This new partnership with Western Kentucky will have a huge impact as we approach the NIL era with Hilltopper
athletics fully utilizing INFLCR Verified for all teams and student-athletes," said INFLCR CEO Jim Cavale. "Working
alongside our INFLCR Plus team, the Hilltoppers will be prepared with the resources and guidance to maximize the
opportunities coming very soon from NIL."
As part of the partnership, INFLCR’s mobile app will provide student-athletes with real-time multimedia content access
from WKU’s communications and creative services teams, so that they can share the content to their own personal
social media channels.
Student-athletes will also receive personalized reporting that allows them to track their social media follower growth
and social media engagement metrics.
INFLCR’s Verified platform will open doors to allow student-athletes to find their own opportunities in the existing
marketplace so that they can monetize their NIL compliantly. These commercial transactions will be automatically
reported to WKU’s compliance staff for oversight and monitoring, while other transactions completed outside the app
can be easily reported and documented all in one spot.

Existing external marketplace apps within the Verified platform include Cameo, OpenSponsorship, Influential,
SidelineSwap, The Players Trunk and many more.
Student-athletes will also have access to INFLCR’s Storyteller Playbook, an in-app learning system with educational
videos and texts from athletes and industry professionals. This will help guide student-athletes in their brand strategy,
best business practices, financial literacy, compliance and more.
WKU Athletics will supplement these educational tools throughout the school year with additional learning
opportunities through life skills and career development programming as part of its growing Student-Athlete
Development department.
As part of the INFLCR Plus partnership, WKU student-athletes will have access to INFCLR’s fair market value tool,
powered by Navigate, which will allow them to receive social media monetization estimates based on the advertising
market value of their social media accounts.
INFLCR Plus will also help WKU market its NIL resources and successes to future recruits through guidance, strategy and
support as part of the partnership.
Last Thursday, Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear signed an executive order allowing student athletes in Kentucky to
receive fair compensation for the use of their name, image and likeness. Nineteen states have passed legislation to allow
such compensation for student-athletes.
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WKU ATHLETICS ANNOUNCES NEW UNDERGRADUATE MINORITY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU announced Wednesday the creation of the WKU Athletics Minority
Fellowship program, which will be dedicated to enhancing the success of students of color within the
athletic department's administrative areas.
WKU seeks to offer four undergraduate scholarships for students, excluding student-athletes on athletic
scholarship, interested in careers focusing on Athletic Administration.
Interested candidates may apply by Aug. 1 either by digital form application at goto.ps/Fellowship or by
completing a PDF application package available at WKUSports.com and returning it to
wkusports@wku.edu. The digital form is the preferred application method.
Recipients will receive a $2,000 scholarship per academic year ($1,000/semester), in addition to valuable
experience in multiple areas of athletic administration which will help position them for potential job
opportunities in college athletics after graduation.
Students who are chosen for the program will be expected to successfully complete and pass a 1-hour
credit course provided by Athletics each semester they participate in the program.
They will also be expected to complete a capstone internship in WKU Athletics for each semester in
which they participate, with a rotation in four administrative departments required for the first
semester. For the 2021-22 school year, that rotation will include the areas of Academics,
Communications/Media Relations, Hilltopper Athletic Foundation/Ticket Office, and
Marketing/Promotions.
The capstone internship will require work outside the classroom, including some nights and weekends.
More information about the WKU Athletics Minority Fellowship can be found by visiting
WKUSports.com/MinorityFellowship.
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CRENNEL LEADS THREE WITH HILLTOPPER TIES SELECTED FOR KENTUCKY SPORTS HALL OF FAME
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Former WKU Football player and assistant coach Romeo Crennel and two other individuals
with Hilltopper ties were among six announced today for selection into the 2021 class of the Kentucky Sports Hall of
Fame, as announced by the Louisville Sports Commission.
In addition to Crennel, WKU graduate John Asher and former Hilltopper Basketball assistant coach Dwane Casey are
among the honorees.
Crennel, who is currently Senior Advisor for Football Performance for the Houston Texans, was a four-year starter for
WKU from 1966-69 and a team captain as a senior. Following one season as a graduate assistant coach at WKU, he was a
full-time defensive assistant in college for a total of 11 years at WKU, Texas Tech, Mississippi and Georgia Tech.
In 1981, Crennel moved on to a career in the NFL that stands at 38 years and counting. His first stop was special teams
coordinator with the New York Giants, and he moved through the ranks and was defensive coordinator for five Super
Bowl wins – two with the Giants (1986, 1990) and three with New England (2001, 2003, 2004). Crennel was named NFL
Assistant Coach of the Year in 2003 by the Pro Football Writers of America. He was head coach at Cleveland for four
seasons and interim head coach for a season at both Kansas City and Houston.
Crennel is a member of the WKU Hall of Distinguished Alumni and the WKU Athletic Hall of Fame.
Asher, who obtained a bachelor’s degree in journalism from WKU in 1990, was a well-known sports journalist and public
relations expert who parlayed an award-winning career in radio news into a public relations position at Churchill Downs
and recognition as the preeminent expert on the Kentucky Derby. Asher passed away at age 62 in August 2018.
Asher worked in radio news for three decades, earned five Thoroughbred racing Eclipse Awards and the Scripps Howard
National Headliner Award while at WAVE and WHAS radio stations in Louisville the 1980s and 90s, while being named
the Associated Press Large Market Reporter of the Year in Kentucky seven times. He was an accomplished play-by-play
announcer for basketball, baseball and horse racing, including stints with the Louisville Redbirds, the Kentucky High
School Athletic Association Boy’s Sweet Sixteen and Latonia Racetrack. For 20 years (1997-2018), he was one of the
most important public relations professionals in Thoroughbred racing, rising to the level of Vice President of Racing
Information at Churchill Downs while earning numerous awards for his work in the industry.
Asher was inducted into WKU’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni in 2020.
Casey served as an assistant coach for Hilltopper Basketball under head coach Clem Haskins in two stints between 198186. He’s currently the head coach for the NBA’s Detroit Pistons.
Casey has had a long career as both an assistant and head coach in the NBA, including tenures as the head coach of the
Minnesota Timberwolves and Toronto Raptors. He was named NBA Coach of the Year in 2018 with Toronto.
A selection committee comprised of 15 sports media professionals from throughout the Commonwealth selected this
year’s class. The 2021 KSHOF class members and their families will be honored on Sept. 7, 2021, at the Galt House Hotel
in downtown Louisville.
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WKU ATHLETICS ANNOUNCES ALUMNI HALL AS OFFICIAL ONLINE STORE
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics announced on Monday a new partnership with Alumni Hall,
making the store its official online store for all athletics apparel and merchandise. The official WKU
online store can be found here.
“We are excited about our new partnership with Alumni Hall,” said Director of Athletics Todd Stewart.
“Their unique offering of items both in store and online will be a great opportunity for our fans to always
have access to the latest and greatest WKU Athletics apparel.”
Alumni Hall opened its first store in 2006 and currently has a store location in the Greenwood Mall in
Bowling Green. A new location will be opening on Campbell Lane in August. Both locations will be open
before the Campbell Lane location becomes the primary store in late 2021.
“This will be the first official online store partnership for Alumni Hall, and we are excited to bring an
enhanced, streamlined experience to fans when visiting WKUSports.com to shop for licensed gear,” said
Hilltopper Sports Properties general manager Chris Freeman.
The store offers the ultimate shopping experience and a unique selection of clothing and merchandise
for the entire family. Alumni Hall takes pride in customer service and having the best selection both instore and online for WKU fans.
“To have a university put their trust in us is the best feeling,” said Director of Marketing for Alumni Hall,
Chelsea Lane. “We work hard to offer our customers the best shopping experience and for WKU to
recognize that and want us to be their official online store means more to us than we can express. We
are beyond excited about this partnership and hope to show WKU fans what Alumni Hall has to offer.”
Fans can shop from the comfort of their own home with the online website which offers both delivery
and pick up in store options. Alumni Hall offers men’s, women’s and children’s clothing along with other
gifts and accessories.
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WKU ATHLETICS ANNOUNCES STUDENT-ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics announced Thursday the establishment of its new studentathlete development program, The Hilltopper CLIMB: A Champion’s Personal Pursuit to the Top.
“We are very excited to launch The Hilltopper CLIMB for all of our student-athletes,” said Director of
Athletics Todd Stewart. “This initiative will provide our student-athletes access to new resources and
opportunities and further their connections to existing resources on our campus and in the athletic
department. Regardless of the career our student-athletes choose to pursue after graduation, this
program will help them achieve their goals. Creating the Director for Student-Athlete Career
Development position was integral to the start up of our student-athlete development program. This
position, in conjunction with our Senior Woman Administrator (SWA), will continue to impact our
student-athletes in a multitude of areas.”
The Hilltopper CLIMB was designed with five core pillars in mind: Creating Community, Leading
Effectively, Investing in Futures, Mastering Professionalism and Building a Life Beyond The Hill. The
program consists of checkpoints and workshops specifically designed for freshmen, sophomores, juniors
and seniors. It serves all student-athletes, regardless of career aspirations and current sport.
The mission of The Hilltopper CLIMB is to provide holistic developmental opportunities for WKU
student-athletes and assist in launching them into life post-athletics.
By nature, student-athletes, at any level, have skillsets that differentiate them from the regular student
body. It is WKU’s vision to help Hilltopper student-athletes identify, strengthen, and capitalize on these
inherent skillsets. Providing targeted resources and strategic experiences will empower WKU Athletics
through career development, community engagement, leadership development and personal
development/life skills with the assistance of WKU's Student-Athlete Advisory Committee.
Through The Hilltopper CLIMB, WKU Athletics will produce student-athletes as learners, leaders, citizens
and givers. The program has plans for the future to partner with resources already on WKU’s campus
including the Academic & Career Development Center (ACDC), TOPCARE and more.
In May, WKU hired McKenzie Watson as the Director for Student-Athlete Career Development. The
position was designed to create a multi-year development program for all WKU student-athletes that
focused on personal skills, inclusion, career and professional development, community service and
leadership.
In addition to the hiring of Watson, Senior Associate Athletic Director (SWA and Student-Athlete
Development) Gina Stoll officially added oversight of student-athlete development to her title in June.
For more information about WKU Athletics’ new student-athlete development program, visit
wkusports.com/sports/student-athlete-development.
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WKU ATHLETICS TO DEBUT NEW TV SHOW ‘TALKIN’ TOPS’ SATURDAY IN BOWLING GREEN,
LOUISVILLE
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics will debut this weekend “Talkin’ Tops” presented by Bluegrass
Vein Clinic, a new weekly television show dedicated to all things Hilltopper sports.
WKU launched a Facebook Live version of “Talkin’ Tops” last season during the pandemic, but the new
and expanded iteration will broadcast each week throughout the school year on WBKO-TV in Bowling
Green and WAVE-TV in Louisville, starting this Saturday, Aug. 28.
Fans can catch “Talkin’ Tops” every Saturday morning on WBKO at 10:30 a.m. CT, while the show will
also air in Louisville at 3:30 a.m. CT on Saturdays directly ahead of WAVE 3 News Saturday Sunrise.
The show, hosted by WKU Athletics broadcast team member Tyler Eaton, will bring Hilltopper Nation
interviews each week with coaches and student-athletes from several WKU sports, as well as a closer
look at the Final Finish Plays of the Week.
This Saturday’s first guests will be WKU Football head coach Tyson Helton and WKU Soccer graduate
senior defender Avery Jacobsen.
Eaton will also remain the host of the “Beyond the Hill” podcast powered by PNC Bank, which can be
streamed on all major podcast platforms and at wkusports.com/podcasts. The first episode of the new
season will air Monday, Aug. 30 with WKU Director of Athletics Todd Stewart as the guest.
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FIVE HILLTOPPER GREATS TO BE INDUCTED INTO WKU ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME IN 2021 CLASS
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Five great names in the history of WKU Athletics will be inducted as the 30th class into the
WKU Athletic Hall of Fame in ceremonies set for Homecoming weekend this fall.
The 2021 class includes Sherrod Coates (football), Jay Davis (football), Donna Doellman Miller (women’s basketball),
Janet Jesang (women’s cross country, track & field) and Chris Marcus (men’s basketball).
The induction of the 2021 class will bring the number of former WKU athletes and coaches to earn berths in the school’s
Athletic Hall of Fame to 161 since its founding in 1991.
The 2021 class will be inducted in a ceremony highlighting the annual W-Club Homecoming Brunch, set for 10 a.m. CT
Saturday, Oct. 30, on the main floor (John Oldham Court) in E.A. Diddle Arena on the WKU campus in Bowling Green.
Tickets for the event, which is open to the general public, are $30 each and can be purchased and/or reserved:
• online at alumni.wku.edu/wclubbrunch21 (then click on the “Registration” box and fill out the reservation form);
• by calling the Alumni Office at 270-745-2586;
• or, by contacting either W-Club Treasurer Bill Edwards (270-791-9881; bill.edwards@wku.edu) or W-Club Executive
Director Paul Just (270-792-4247; paul.just@wku.edu).
Each active W-Club member who has paid his/her 2021-22 dues (or is a LifeTime member) may purchase up to two seats
at the member discounted rate of $20 each (additional seats will be at the general public rate -- $30 each). However,
seating is limited and reservations MUST be made — either online, by phone with the Alumni Association, or with
Edwards or Just — to ensure seating is available. Non-members and the general public are welcome, but must purchase
seats (see above). Letterwinners who have not yet paid their ‘21-22 dues may do so online with a credit card (at
alumni.wku.edu/joinwclub) or at the door with a prior reservation for the event.
The inductees will also be honored in ceremonies on Jimmy Feix Field at halftime of the annual Homecoming football
game, set to kickoff at 3 p.m. Hilltopper head coach Tyson Helton will pit his Hilltoppers against Conference USA foe
Charlotte at Houchens-Smith Stadium. Tickets for the game are available by calling 1-800-5-BIG-RED (or 270-7455222). W-Club members with a valid 2021-22 membership card may purchase game tickets at a discounted rate at the
W-Club Window at Gate 5 prior to the game.
More about the members of the 2021 WKU Athletic Hall of Fame class:
Sherrod Coates / Football, 4 letters (1999-02)
Coates, a 3-time first team All-America linebacker, was named to the WKU Football All-Century Team in 2018. He was
also an All-Gateway Football Conference selection in both ‘01 and ’02. He ranked 12th in the nation in tackles for loss
(2.07 per game) as a senior after ranking 17th (1.64 per outing) his junior season. And, he was 16th nationwide in
quarterback sacks (0.87) as a senior. He set six school records that still stand – tackles for loss in a career (75) and a
season (31 in 2002), sacks in a career (30) and a season (13 in ’02), and forced fumbles in a career (14) and a career (tied
with 6 in ’00). His career solo tackles (214) ranks as the 8th best ever for a Hilltopper and his five forced fumbles in ’02
ranks 4th on that list. He spent three seasons with the Cleveland Browns of the NFL (2003-05) and was active in the
Canadian Football League in 2006.

Jay Davis / Football, 4 letters (1968-71)
One of the outstanding pass receivers in Hilltopper football history, Davis’ impact on the Topper record books has stood
the test of time. The 15 receptions he accounted for at Akron in 1969 stood as the school record for 50 years and has
been bettered by only Lucky Jackson in 2019 since. And, the 191 yards on catches in that contest stood for 26 years and
is still 7t on that list. He still holds WKU records for catches by a sophomore (46 in 1969), receiving yards by a freshman
(612 in ’68) and by a sophomore (809 in ’69); and, receiving TDs by a freshman (6 in 1968). He completed his career
with 131 catches (not bettered until 2004) for 2,236 yards (lasting until 2007) and 19 TD receptions (still 6th on that
list). The four teams he lettered on were a collective 29-8-3 (76.3%) overall with two OVC championships (‘70 & ‘71) and
two runner-up finishes in league competition. He earned All-OVC honors as a junior in 1970.
Donna Doellman / Basketball, 4 letters (1976-79)
Doellman earned all-conference honors in ‘76, ‘77 and ’78 and remains one of the dominant rebounders in Lady Topper
basketball history. She set a record for career rebounding average (8.4 rpg) that was tied in 1998 and not bettered until
2008. She also held the school standard for rebounds in a game (20 vs. Murray State her freshman year), a mark that
was equaled, but not broken for 33 years. And, her 10.1 season rebounds per game average stood for 22 years and is
still 9th on that list. She was just the 4th Lady Topper to score 1,000 career points (1,129) and had a single game high of
32 vs. Austin Peay in 1976. She played a key role on 4 Lady Topper teams that posted winning records, including the 1st
two to post 20-win seasons (22-9 in both her sophomore and junior seasons). The ’77 club was the 1st WKU women’s
team to earn a berth in post-season action (the AIAW championships).
Janet Jesang / Cross Country, 4 letters (2006-09) and Track & Field, 4 letters (2007-10)
A three-time All-American in 2009 — in cross country, indoor 5,000 meters and the outdoor 5,000 meters — Jesang was
dominant in the distances in the Sun Belt Conference during her career on The Hill (which also included All-America
honors in cross country in 2008). She reached NCAA national championship meets in cross country her last 3 years, in
indoor track in both ‘09 (5,000m) and ‘10 (both the 3,000 & 5,000m events) and outdoors (in the 5,000) in ’09. With her
helping to lead the way, WKU teams won all 12 SBC crowns (4 each in cross country, indoor track and outdoor track) her
4 years. Jesang was the SBC Meet’s Outstanding Performer outdoors 3 times; and the indoor MOP in ‘08 & ’10. And,
she was the league champ in cross country 3 times after finishing as the runner-up her freshman year. For her career,
she earned All-SBC honors in 16 events (4 in cross country, 7 in indoors and 5 outdoors). A native of Uganda, she set
school records in 4 indoor events (mile run, 3,000m, 5,000m and distance medley relay — 3 of which still stand) and 2
outdoor events (5,000m and 10,000m; the 5,000 mark also remains).
Chris Marcus / Basketball, 3 letters (2000-02)
Marcus came to The Hill in 1999 and quickly developed into one of the most respected big men in college basketball. A
two-time All-American (2001, ’02) and a member of the WKU Basketball All-Century Team selected in 2019, the 7-1
Marcus led the nation in rebounding in ’00-01 with his 12.1 rpg average. He was the Sun Belt Conference Player of the
Year in 2001 and an NABC All-District and All-Sun Belt Team selection in both ’00 and ’01; and, both of those years he
was selected the SBC Defensive Player of the Year. Marcus was also honored with a berth on the SBC 30th Anniversary
Team in 2006. Despite (due to injury) appearing in only 19 of 65 Topper games his last two seasons (’02 and ’03),
Marcus totaled 1,113 points and 795 rebounds in his 79 games at WKU. His 97 blocked shots in ’01 is still the school
standard and his 214 career rejections is 2nd on that list. He still ranks 7th in points scored by a freshman (344) and 6th in
scoring by a sophomore (518). Marcus passed away in April, 2020.
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WKU ATHLETICS EXTENDS MULTIMEDIA RIGHTS AGREEMENT WITH LEARFIELD
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics announced today it has extended its multimedia rights
agreement with LEARFIELD.
The new multi-year relationship will continue to be overseen locally by Hilltopper Sports Properties,
LEARFIELD’s dedicated team that works alongside the athletics administration and manages WKU
Athletics’ corporate partner platform.
The agreement was brokered with assistance from Leona Marketing Group.
“LEARFIELD has played an instrumental role in the growth and increased national profile of WKU
Athletics, and we are excited about extending this meaningful partnership an additional 10 years,” said
Director of Athletics Todd Stewart. “We appreciate the significant commitment they have made and the
value they see in WKU Athletics, and we are strengthened by moving forward together.”
"We’re honored to have the opportunity to keep working alongside Todd and his team to elevate the
WKU brand throughout the region, state and nationally," said Mike Hamilton, EVP for LEARFIELD’s
University Partnership Group. "WKU is a longstanding, valued partner. We commit to continue
innovating in all aspects and providing guidance and support through this transformative time in the
college athletics industry.”
WKU Athletics continues to be the standard of excellence in Conference USA since joining the league in
2014 with nine sports programs accumulating 32 conference championships, eight more total
championships than the next closest league member. WKU Football has appeared in seven bowl games
in the last nine seasons and WKU Volleyball has reached the NCAA Tournament in nine of the last 11
seasons. WKU student-athletes also excel in the classroom and currently hold the highest cumulative
GPA for all student-athletes in school history at 3.19.
LEARFIELD is a leading media and technology services company in intercollegiate athletics. The company
unlocks the value of college sports for brands and fans through an omnichannel platform with
innovative content and commerce solutions. LEARFIELD services includes licensing and multimedia
sponsorship management; publishing, audio, digital and social media; data analytics; ticketing, ticket
sales and professional concessions expertise; branding; campus-wide business and sponsorship
development; and venue technology systems. Since 2008, it has served as title sponsor for the
acclaimed LEARFIELD Directors’ Cup, supporting athletic departments across all divisions.
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STATEMENT FROM WKU DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS TODD STEWART
“Throughout the storied history of WKU Athletics, our programs have achieved at a championship level
on and off the field of play.
Since joining Conference USA in 2014, our 32 total conference titles are eight more than the next closest
school, and our current 3.19 average cumulative GPA for all student-athletes is the highest in WKU
Athletics history. Winning championships and being a leader in our conference has always been the
standard for WKU, and that’s only been strengthened since joining Conference USA.
NCAA Tournament berths and bowl appearances are a consistent annual outcome for our programs.
Significant capital projects will be underway soon which will further enhance an already comprehensive
student-athlete experience, and we are supported by our very passionate and dedicated fan base and
community.
We will continue to be an impactful leader in collegiate athletics, will continue to excel at the highest
level, and are well positioned for the future ahead.”
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STATEMENT FROM WKU PRESIDENT TIM CABONI AND DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS TODD STEWART
Dear Hilltopper Family,
We appreciate the extraordinary interest and support from our faculty, staff, students, alumni and
friends during the past several weeks as we worked to navigate potential opportunities pertaining to our
athletics’ conference membership and chart our best path forward. We have engaged in frequent
conversations with our peers, colleagues and decision makers across collegiate athletics in anticipation
of change in many areas.
During the last month, conference realignment once again touched the collegiate athletics industry, with
no conference more affected than Conference USA. We’ve seen some highs, some lows and certainly
some disappointments. Conference realignment is a fluid process with more waves likely to come.
Since joining Conference USA on July 1, 2014, the league has been a meaningful home for WKU Athletics
and will continue as such. C-USA has provided a platform for our programs to shine through competitive
play and collaboration, and we have celebrated many significant team and individual accomplishments.
Our goals remain unchanged. We will continue to provide a comprehensive student-athlete experience
and expect to win conference championships and bowl games while participating in NCAA Tournaments
and advancing in post-season play.
Thank you for your continued support as we work to advance our athletics program and our university.
We appreciate all those in our WKU Community who provide unwavering philanthropic gifts; who wear
red and show up game after game; who join us in the stands waving their red towels and singing our
Fight Song; and who ultimately carry forward the rich traditions of our institution.
We’re incredibly grateful for the crucial role athletics plays in the total college experience at WKU and
look forward to a bright future and much success ahead. Go Tops!
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WKU ATHLETICS ACHIEVES HIGHEST GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE IN PROGRAM HISTORY
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — WKU Athletics has continued its standards for academic excellence, reaching its highest
Graduation Success Rate (GSR) in program history in the latest report released by the NCAA on Thursday.
“I congratulate our student-athletes for their academic discipline and dedication which has resulted in the highest
Graduation Success Rate in WKU Athletics history,” said Director of Athletics Todd Stewart. “Much is made of the many
championships our programs win on the field of play, and the legitimacy of those successes are further validated
because they are being achieved by true student-athletes who excel in the classroom and ultimately earn a meaningful
degree.”
WKU posted an overall GSR of 87, topping the previous high of 85 reached twice in the department’s history. In three of
the last four GSR reports, WKU has achieved or tied the program’s highest mark.
WKU also posted a 66 percent Federal Graduation Rate which is 11 percent higher than the university’s general student
body (55 percent) and the second highest rate in WKU Athletics history.
Six programs achieved perfect GSR scores of 100, while four programs improved or maintained their scores from a year
ago.
Volleyball extended its streak of perfect GSR scores to 16 years and has posted a perfect score every year the program
has been eligible to report. Women's tennis posted a perfect GSR score for the seventh straight season and for the ninth
time in program history.
Women's soccer and women's basketball also posted perfect scores in four straight years, and it marked soccer's 10th
perfect score since 2001. The 100 mark was women's basketball's sixth all-time perfect score.
Women’s golf achieved a perfect score for the third straight year and has been perfect four times in program history.
The biggest mover within WKU Athletics was men’s golf, which jumped 27 points from 73 to 100. Men’s cross country
and track and field also made a significant jump, moving up 11 points from 83 to 94. Football had a 10-point
improvement going from 64 to 74. Women’s cross country and track and field moved up from 83 to 88.
The GSRs released Thursday are based on the four freshmen classes in Division I entering from 2011 to 2014. The NCAA
calculates the rates based upon the number of student-athletes who graduated within six years after initially enrolling,
in addition to those who left an institution prior to graduating but would have been academically eligible to compete.
ABOUT THE NCAA GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE
The Division I Board of Directors created the GSR in 2002 in response to Division I college and university presidents who
wanted data that more accurately reflected the mobility of college students beyond what the federal graduation rate
measures. The federal rate counts as an academic failure any student who leaves a school, no matter whether he or she
enrolls at another school. Also, the federal rate does not recognize students who enter school as transfer students.
The GSR formula removes from the rate student-athletes who leave school while academically eligible and includes
student-athletes who transfer to a school after initially enrolling elsewhere. This calculation provides a more accurate
appraisal of student-athlete success.

The rate also allows for a deeper understanding of graduation success in individual sports than the federal metric, which
provides only broad groupings.
The federal graduation rate, however, remains the only measure to compare student-athletes with the general student
body. Using this measure, student-athletes graduate at the same rate as the student body: 68%. Student-athletes'
federal graduation rate stayed the same between last year and this year, while the student body rate increased 2
percentage points.
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21 WKU STUDENT-ATHLETES SET TO GRADUATE THIS SEMESTER
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Twenty-one WKU student-athletes are expected to participate in graduation
ceremonies and earn their degrees from Western Kentucky University this weekend. The graduating
student-athletes boast a cumulative 3.30 grade point average.
Two of the 21 student-athletes will be receiving their master’s degrees, while the others will be earning
their bachelor’s degrees or receiving a certificate of completion in a new area.
Degrees obtained include exercise science, business administration, management, criminology, sport
management, business data analytics, finance, and interior design and fashion merchandising among
others.
Over the 2021 calendar year, 84 student-athletes have earned their degrees from the institution,
including 63 graduates in the spring.
Graduation ceremonies are set to take place on Saturday, Dec. 11 for WKU graduates.
WKU Athletics has continued to set new standards for its academic excellence, achieving its highest
Graduation Success Rate (GSR) in program history in the latest report released by the NCAA last week.
WKU posted an overall GSR of 87, topping the previous high of 85 reached twice in the department’s
history. In three of the last four GSR reports, WKU has achieved or tied the program’s highest mark.
WKU also posted a 66 percent Federal Graduation Rate which is 11 percent higher than the university’s
general student body (55 percent) and the second highest rate in WKU Athletics history.

